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Getting  Acquainted with your Guitar
Tuning your guitar K

Tuning Notes
In order to tune your guitar you will need to know what ‘notes’ each of your strings must be tuned to, even if 
you are using an electric guitar tuner.
This illustration displays the note name of each string using a chord diagram. You may have noticed that there 
are two ‘E’ notes on this diagram. In the diagram below, you can see a summary of the seven note names in 
our musical alphabet, if you look carefully you will notice that at the end of all seven note names the sequence 
simply starts again. Musical notes are considered to trail off endlessly getting higher in pitch at one end, and 
getting lower at the other. 
This is how the guitar can have two strings named ‘E’. The 
sixth string is a very low sounding ‘E’ note, while the first 
string is a very high sounding ‘E’ note. The concept of having 
notes with the same name at different pitches is referred to 
as different ‘octaves’.

Using an Electric Tuner
Once you play a singular string, the electric tuner will attempt to detect the note (which will be displayed 
somewhere on the screen) and then it will use a needle or lights to indicate how close the string is to being 
in tune. The concept is simple, when the needle sits in the middle (0), the string is in tune.  If the needle is 
positioned left of the middle, then the string is ‘too loose’, and must be tightened.  If the needle is positioned 
right of the middle, then the string is ‘too tight’, and must be loosened.
To get the best result from your tuner, try to strike the strings very clearly, without any rattles, and always 
strike one string at a time. Occasionally your guitar may slip quit far out of tune, especially if it is quite new.  In 
this situation you may notice when you strike the string the tuner indicates you are playing a note other than 
the one you wanted. For example you may have set out to tune your 
‘E’ string, but the tuner indicates you are playing an ‘Eb’. This is where 
the ‘note wheel’, comes into play.
This note wheel displays all of the notes that your tuner is likely to 
recognise in sequential order. As you move clockwise around the 
wheel notes increase in pitch, and decrease in pitch as you move anti-
clockwise. So in our case, our tuner is displaying an ‘Eb’, but the note 
we require is an ‘E’. We need to move one position clockwise to get 
from ‘Eb’ to ‘E’, this means we will need to tighten the string.
Provided that you tighten the string at a steady pace, regularly 
striking the string so you can monitor your progress then you should 
be able to get the string back to the correct note, and in tune.
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